
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF HARRISON TOWNSHIP 
LICKING COUNTY, OHIO 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING JANUARY 6, 2025 
 
The Harrison Township Trustees held a Public Hearing on January 6, 2025.  The Public Hearing 
was held at the Harrison Township Hall located at 6750 Outville Road, Pataskala, Ohio 43062.  
The Chairman, Mark Van Buren, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The following 
members and guests were present.     
 

Trustee    Mark Van Buren 
  Trustee    Eric Smith 
  Trustee    Ray Foor 
  Fiscal Officer    Carolyn Elder 
  Zoning Inspector   Valerie Hans 
  Guest     Vickie Noble, Zoning Secretary 
 
The purpose of this hearing is to consider proposed revisions to the Harrison Township Zoning 
Resolution.  The Article with proposed revisions to be presented, discussed and acted upon are: 
Article 10 District and General Provisions. 
 
Marilyn Martin, Court Reporter was in attendance to record the public hearing. 
 
Chairman, Mark Van Buren read the public notice and stated that this change covers language 
that would be against a kennel and protect the township.  Property less than 5 acres, a kennel is 
considered agriculture and is currently allowed. 
 
Following is the proposed revision. 
 
10.22 – AGRICULTURE  
Except as otherwise provided herein, nothing contained in this Zoning Resolution shall prohibit 
the use of any land for agricultural purposes or the construction or use of buildings or 
structures incident to the use for agricultural purposes of the land on which such buildings or 
structures are located, and no zoning permit shall be required for any such use, building, or 
structure. In accordance with Section 519.21(D) of the Ohio Revised Code (effective September 
8, 2016) Harrison Township prohibits the cultivation, processing, or retail dispensing of medical 
marijuana in all zoning districts within the unincorporated areas of the Township. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in any platted subdivision approved under Section 711.05, 
711.09, or 711.10 of the Ohio Revised Code, or in any area consisting of fifteen (15) or more lots 
approved under Section 711.131 of the Ohio Revised Code that are contiguous to one another, 
or some of which are contiguous to one another and adjacent to one side of a dedicated public 
road, and the balance of which are contiguous to one another and adjacent to the opposite side 
of the same dedicated public road, agricultural uses and structures are subject to the terms and 
conditions of this Zoning Resolution in the following manner:  
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1. Agricultural uses, except for well-maintained gardens for personal consumption, are 
prohibited on lots of one (1) acre or less.  
2. Buildings or structures incident to the use of land for agricultural purposes on lots greater 
than one (1) acre but not greater than five (5) acres must conform to all setbacks, size, and 
height requirements that apply in the underlying zoning district. 
3. Dairying and animal and poultry husbandry are permitted on lots greater than one (1) acre 
but not greater than five (5) acres only until thirty-five percent (35%) of the lots in a platted 
subdivision are developed with at least one (1) building, structure, or improvement that is 
subject to real property taxation or that is subject to the tax on manufactured and mobile 
homes under ORC Section 4503.06. After thirty-five percent (35%) of the lots in the subdivision 
are so developed, ongoing dairying and animal and poultry husbandry shall be considered a 
nonconforming use pursuant to ORC Section 519.19 and Article 21 of this Zoning Resolution. 
Dairying and animal and poultry husbandry shall be prohibited on such lots after thirty-five 
percent (35%) of the lots are so developed. 
4. Kennels prohibited on lots less than five (5) acres. 
5.  Animal Containment: Generally, residents are responsible for the care, safety and 
confinement of on-farm livestock and other animals. Residents must provide adequate fencing 
and gates to confine animals on site in a safe and reasonable manner. The public should be 
protected from animals that may cause bodily harm and/or property damage. Therefore, local 
animal control laws that require animals on site to be confined and not “run at large” without 
restraint, confinement or supervision, are reasonable and help to protect public health. 
This section confers no power on any Township Zoning Commission, Board of Township 
Trustees, or Board of Zoning Appeals to regulate agriculture, buildings or structures, or dairying 
and animal and poultry husbandry on lots greater than five acres. 
 
-Eric Smith moved to adopt the proposed revisions to Article 10 District and General 
Provisions as stated.  10.22 Agriculture shall be added to Article 10 District and General 
Provisions.  Ray Foor seconded the motion.  Roll call:  Van Buren YES, Smith YES and Foor YES.  
The motion passed. 
 
Being no further business, Chairman Mark Van Buren adjourned the Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m.  
Minutes are unofficial until approved by the trustees. 

  
Respectively Submitted, 
 
 
 
Carolyn I. Elder 
Harrison Township Fiscal Officer 
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